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Itõs hard to believe how quickly 
this year has passed and that we 
are at the end of another School 
year.   

Itõs been a very busy and 
successful year again at The 
Westminster School and I would 
like to thank you for your help and 
support.  Lots of exciting things 
have happened since September 
last year including trips to 
Disneyland Paris, Warwick Castle 
and RAF Cosford.  Our pupils have 
also been involved in a wide range 

of other activities such as Native 
American India Day, taking part in 
community work at  St Giles Church 
and learning about road safety, 
which they have thoroughly 
enjoyed.  

There are lots of excit ing plans for 
next year, and Iõm sure our pupils 
will take part as enthusiastically as 
ever!  

On page 2 of this newsletter are 
important dates for your diary.  
Can I ask please that you keep a 
note of these.  

I wish you a safe and happy 
summer break, and l ook forward to 
seeing our pupils back on 
Wednesday 3

rd
 September 2014. 

 

 

Disneyland Paris  
The Disneyland trip was a marvelous opportunity 
for our linguists to experience French language and 
culture, whilst enjoying  the delights of the Disney 
parks! 

 

 

Going for Gold!  
The Westminster School has been awarded the 
RoSPA Gold Award for Occupational Health and 
Safety. We are the only School in Sandwell with 
this accolade!

Head Teacherõs Address 
by Mrs C Hill 

 

Have a happy holiday from all SMT. 
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Important dates on the School calendar 
can be found on the website at 
www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk .   

The School will update the website and 
inform parents of any changes via the 
Teacher2Parents text message service.   

¶ School INSET days Monday 1st 
September and Tuesday 2nd 
September 2014 (open to staff).  
 

¶ School opens to pupils 
Wednesday 3rd September 2014. 
 

¶ School INSET day Monday 29th 
September 2014 (open to staff)  
 

¶ Half Term Holiday: Monday 27th 
October ð Friday 31st October 
2014 
 

¶ Term Time: Monday 3rd 
November ð Friday 19th 
December 2014 

¶ School INSET day Friday 28th 
November 2014 
 

¶ Main Holiday: Monday 22nd 
December 2014 ð Friday 2nd 
January 2015 
 

¶ Term Time: Monday 5th January 
ð Friday 13th February 2015 
 

¶ Half Term Holiday: Monday 16th 
February ð Friday 20th February 
2015 
 

¶ Term Time: Monday 23rd 
February ð Friday 27th March 
2015 
 

¶ Main Holiday: Monday 30th  
March ð Friday 10th April 2015 

 
 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS 

For pupils t he new School year will 
commence on Wednesday 3rd 
September 2014 for all year groups.   

WEBSITE 

www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk  

Click on the important information tab.  

 

 

Our pupils have been embarking on 
new ventures this academic year by 
starting courses on Forest Schools and 
The Duke of Edinburghõs (DofE) Award.  
 
Pupils on the Forest Schools course 
have been building dens, completing 
bush craft activities and stud ying 
horticulture. This has enriched the 
education of all the pupils and has 
taken the learning into the grounds of 
the Rowley Learning Campus utilising 
the wooded areas.  These areas have 
been the inspiration for staff running 
the course.   
 
The Duke of Edinburghõs Award has 
involved Post 16 pupils developing 

their skills in a variety of practical 
activities, taking part in voluntary 
services and planning an expedition.   
This year the expedition was held at 
Blackwell Court , Worcestershire.   

School Calendar 
Dates 2014 / 2015 
by Angela Gibson, PA to the Head Teacher 

Forest Schools and DofE 
by Oliver Flowers, Executive Manager 

Hammock Time in our dedicated 

Forest Schools area.  

http://www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk/
http://www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk/
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MONEY WEEK 

 

June 2014 ð Money, Money, Money! 
The pupils completed activities for Money Week 

in every lesson (cross curricular).   Activities 
ranged from ordering items within a budget to 
investigating different currencies and exchange 
rates. 

 

June 2014 ð St. Giles Church 
In RE, Clent have been learning about worship in 
Christianity.  This trip provided the opportunity 
to apply what they had already learnt, develop 
questioning skills to enable them to learn new 
things and explore how rel igion can bring people 
together!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 2014 ð Food Glorious Food! 
The pupils celebrated Food Revolution Day.    It 
was a day to shout about the benefits of cooking 
from scratch and, ultimately, to show people that 
not only is fresh food tastier, changing their food 
choices can also make them healthier and happier.  

 

The Friends of Westminster is a group of 
parents who, with support of all parents , 
carers and guardians and the School,  
strive t o make a difference to the life  of 
each child.  In March there was a coffee 
morning which gave parents and teachers 
the opportunity to relax over tea,  coffee 
and cake, and find out more about 
supporting and volunteering for the 
Group.  

The Friends of Westminster was started 
following a successful Scrapbooking 
activity for parents, carers, guardians  
and their children in 2013.  The Group 
was established in November 2013 and 
our first attempt to raise funds for the 
children was at the 2013 Festive Fayre in 
December.  The aim was to raise 
sufficient funds for a new piano 
keyboard for the Schoolõs Music 
Department and Glee Band so they could 
continue their good work in School and in 
the Community.  We exceeded our 
target, and we were all very proud of 
our efforts.    

As Easter 
approached, we 
decided to do 
something fun for the 
children, and the 
Easter Pirate 
Treasure Hunt 
became a reality.  
And on 10th April 
with  planning and 
support of the all the 
parents, carers and 
guardians we were 
blessed with an abundant amount of 
Easter eggs and chocolate bars.  The 
children had a great time taking part in  
the Treasure Hunt, Easter Egg & Spoon 
Race, Face Painting, Biscuit Decorating 

and Cake Decorating, along with a 
Tombola and Chocolate Lucky Dip.  
Everyone was a winner! We had a special 
guest with Grey Beard and his furry 
friend Bud.    

If you have any ideas or want to know 
more about The Friends of Westminster  
and help support you r children and t he 
staff at The Westminster School, please 
ring the School and leave your name and 
number and someone from The Friends 
of Westminster  will get in touch.  

Coming up  

In the coming year the PTA are 
developing ideas involving:  

¶ Coffee mornings 

¶ A Summer Fete 

¶ Computing courses for   
beginners.  

AUSTISM WEST MIDLANDS 

The School continues to collaborate with 
Autism West Midlands by publicizing and 
hosting events to support parents and 
young people throughout the West 
Midlands. 

 

WEBSITE 
http://autismwestmidlands.org.uk/  

Friends of Westminster  
by Mr Yeomans 

Santa and his helpers 

enjoying our Festive Fair !  

http://autismwestmidlands.org.uk/
http://www.thewestminsterschool.co.uk/node/323
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   Vivo Miles 
   by Ben Taylor, Assistant Head Teacher 

The School has had an excellent year 
building on the success of the Vivo Miles 
reward system.  There was a noticeable 
increase in pupil enthusiasm and work 
ethic in lessons. I am pleased to 
announce that the School is continuing to 
use the reward system and is encour-
aging parents, carers and guardians to be 
involved in tracking the achievements of 
their child(ren) through the newly 
revamped VIVO website. Look out for a 
video on the School website  showing how 
to use the VIVO system with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FAST FACTS 
 

  

100 Pupils 
HAVE AT LEAST 90% ATTENDANCE DURING THE 
SUMMER TERM. 

  

97 Pupils 
HAVE AT LEAST 90% ATTENDANCE FROM THE 
BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR TO PRESENT. 

 

100% 
OF THE TEACHERS WERE QUALITY ASSURED AS 
òGOODó OR òOUTSTANDINGó THROUGHOUT THE 
SCHOOL IN 2014. 
 

 

Super-here-o! 
 

The School is continuing to run its 
supplementary weekly awards system 
for pupils who have achieved 100%  
attendanc e have the opportunity to be a 
Super-here-o for the week.   

 

As Super-here-os, the pupils receive 
special powers such as free tuck, extra 
VIVOs, dinner served to their table and 
much more. Pupils who consistently get 
100% will received more ticket s in the 
end-of-term raffle ,  where the prize is 

£150 Toys R Us vouchers. 

Exams 
by Emma Louch, Exams and Data 
Administrator  

Westminster pupils have progressed very 
well this year with their assessments, 
exams, BTEC and College courses. We 
are very proud to have entered so many 
for GCSEs and Entry Level qualifications . 

We wish them the best of luck with their 
results!  

EXAM FACTS 

¶ A total of 37 GCSEs were sat by 
our pupils in summer 2014.  

¶ 4 BTEC Courses were taken by 
Westminster pupils this year 
including Business 
Administration, Sport and Active 
Leisure, Performing Arts and 
Music. 
 

¶ 98% of Years 10, 11 & Post 16 
were entered into Functional 
Skills Maths.  
 

¶ The following courses have been 
available for our pupils to study 
at a lo cal College: Childcare, 
Animal Care, Horticulture, 
Hairdressing, Art, Drama and 
Creative Craft.  

 

A Work of Art  
by Emma Louch, Exams and Data Administrator  

This year the pupils produced some exceptional art work for their exams in May 
and June.  They were entered for the following exams:  

¶ Textiles (OCR - Entry Level) 

¶ Fine Art (OCR - Entry Level) 

The themes were a combination of light, the sky at  

night, bugs and forest & woodland.   
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Before heading to Paris, pupils were very 
excited to tell us what they were looking 
forward to ! 

 

 

 

Twenty-one excited students, seven 
somewhat apprehensive members of 
staff and one terrified group leader left 
the Westminster school at 9 -15 on 
Wednesday 9th of July 2014 for three 
days of adventures across the Channel. I 
had been dreaming about this trip for 
years but I was now kicking myself for 
allowing my dream to become reality .    
We were caught up in the Eurotunnel 
misfortunes and had to wait for three 
hours in Folkestone but our children 
were still smiling when we reached our 
destination at 10 oõclock at night in 
Chanteloup-en-Brie near Paris. The hotel 
kitchen had kept our m eals ready for us 
and at 11 oõclock all our students were 
tucked up in bed, ready for a good night 
sleep and their long awaited Disney 
adventure the following morning. 
Thursday was unforgettable, despite the 
relentless rain: we all experienced 
magical moments that will stay with us 
forever: for me it was the cheering and 
clapping of hands when the students 
caught sight of Mickeyõs ears in the misty 
distance and one of the students 
exclaiming òOh Miss, this is Paradise!ó 

There was the moment when a certain 
young lady met Peter Pan and brought a 
tear to the eyes of a crowd of 
onlookersé and  

 

 

 

 

another when the students watched the 
parade of characters and waved and sang 
and danced, smiling faces and looks of 
wonder in the drizzly rainé  I will not 
forget my huge pride in leading such a 
delightful group of children who spoke 

French whenever possible and 
were warmly praised by the 
Disney staff in shops and 
restaurants. The students were 
star-struck by the Disney 
characters, and us adults by 
our children. I would like to 
say a special òthank youó to all 
my òtravelling buddiesó, the 
lovely staff who worked 
relentlessly to make this trip 
the success that it was. We 
cannot wait to replicate this 
trip next year. We are 
planning to offer a four -day 
trip in July 2015 to include two 
days in the Disney Park instead 
of the one that we had this 

year. So parents and carers, please start 
saving in order to enable your children to 
take part in what is truly a magical 
experience.   

 

           

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISNEYLAND, PARIS 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

NEXT YEAR ALREADY? 

With the fabulous success of this yearõs 
trip we will be going again next year,  but 
for an additional day.   

DATES FOR NEXT YEARõS TRIP 

6th ð 9th July 2015   

Disneyland, Paris! 
by Brigit te Sanders, Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

òNothing scares me 
about the trip. I am 
looking forward to 
going on very scary 

rides with the 
boys!ó 

òI have never been 
to Disney. I want to 
meet Mickey Mouse, 
Rapunzel, Elsa and 

Anna!ó 

òI have been to 
Disney and saw all 

the characters. This 
time it will be fun 
because I am going 
with my friends!ó 

òI am looking 
forward to going 
on the Princess 

rides. My 
favourite Princess 
is Belle!ó 


